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The s i g n i f i c a n c e  and v a l u e  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
made by many of our  p r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  r e s e a r c h  have o f t e n  come 
t o  be  a p p r e c i a t e d  f u l l y  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  e l a p s e  of many y e a r s .  
A most n o t a b l e  i n s t a n c e  of t h i s  i s  provided by t h e  work of 
F R e i n i t z e r  which l e d  t o  h i s  d i s c o v e r y  of l i q u i d  c r y s t a l s .  
T h i s  even t  was f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  i n  a paper '  e n t i t l e d  "Zur 
Kenntnis  des  C h o l e s t e r i n s "  submi t t ed  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  
j o u r n a l  on 3 rd  May 1888. But who could have p r e d i c t e d  t h e n  
how v e r y  f r u i t f u l  h i s  s t u d i e s  would one day be?  

We t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e n a r y  of t h i s  d i s c o v e r y  shou ld  be 
commemorated by t h o s e  of u s  c u r r e n t l y  working i n  t h e  f i e l d  
of l i q u i d  c r y s t a l s .  A f t e r  a c e n t u r y  of p r o g r e s s ,  i t  would 
be  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  compare t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of view 
h e l d  by v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l i s t s  abou t  c u r r e n t l y  unsolved 
problems r e l a t i n g  t o  fundamental  knowledge o r  abou t  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  of l i q u i d  c r y s t a l s ,  and t o  review t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
development of our  d i s c i p l i n e .  I t  seems t o  us  t h a t  an 
a p p r o p r i a t e  way t o  do t h i s  would be  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  method 
used by PP Ewald i n  1930, i e ,  t o  produce a w r i t t e n  
d i s c u s s i o n .  

P r a c t i c a l l y ,  w e  sugges t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  schedu le :  

1986 - S e l e c t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o n t r i b u t o r s  - between 
15 and 25 e x p e r t s  who w i l l  w r i t e  reviews r e l a t i n g  t o  
fundamental  problems,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  and h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t s  
of contemporary i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of l i q u i d  c r y s t a l s .  

I39 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
om

sk
 S

ta
te

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
C

on
tr

ol
 S

ys
te

m
s 

an
d 

R
ad

io
] 

at
 1

0:
27

 2
1 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
01

3 



140 J. BILLARD and G. W. GRAY 

T h i s  l i s t  of c o n t r i b u t o r s  and t o p i c s  would be p u b l i c i s e d  
a t  t h e  E leven th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L iqu id  C r y s t a l  Conference.  

December 1986 - Submission of t h e  r ev iew p a p e r s  t o  
r e f e r e e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  by p o s t  of a b s t r a c t s  of t h e s e  
review p a p e r s .  

May 1987 - D e f i n i t i v e  camera-ready c o p i e s  of t h e  main 
r ev iew p a p e r s  t o  b e  r eady .  

June  1987 - Copies of t h e  review p a p e r s  would be s e n t  t o  
t h o s e  r e q u e s t i n g  them based on t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c s  and t h e i r  r e a d i n g  of t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d  a b s t r a c t s .  

September 1987 - Dead l ine  f o r  r e c e i p t  of w r i t t e n  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from r e s e a r c h  worke r s  who d e s i r e  t o  ra ise  
s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s ,  p ropose  a - l t e r n a t i v e  p o i n t s  of view, 
r e p o r t  d a t a  s u p p o r t i v e  o r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  of views 
expres sed  i n  t h e  main p a p e r s ,  e t c .  

November 1987 - Dead l ine  f o r  r e c e i p t  of t h e  r e p l i e s  made 
by t h e  main r e v i e w e r s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  w r i t t e n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

1988 - Book t o  b e  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  Twe l f th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
L iqu id  C r y s t a l  Conference.  

We ask  f o r  comments and s u g g e s t i o n s  from i n t e r e s t e d  
c o l l e a g u e s ;  t h e s e  may b e  s e n t  t o  e i t h e r  of t h e  a u t h o r s  of 
t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  
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